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Karen Organization of America strongly condemns the escalating attacks on Karen civilians by 

the Burma Army in northern Karen State and is deeply concerned about the displacement of 

thousands of Karen villagers. The attacks have not only threatened to create humanitarian crisis 

in Karen State but also threatened to jeopardized Burma peace process and peace agreement 

between the Burmese government and the Karen community.  

Karen Organization of America call on the United States government and international 

community to take action against the Burmese military for their repeated crimes against Karen 

people and other ethnic minority groups in Burma, including referring Burma to the International 

Criminal Court, supporting the genocide case at the International Court of Justice, impose a UN 

Global Arms Embargo on Burma, and impose sanctions on Burmese military companies. 

The bombs and bullets fired at Karen people are paid for in part with the profits from military 

owned companies including Mytel, Myanmar Beer and many other products. As the report on the 

economic interests of the military by the United Nations Independent International Fact-Finding 

Mission on Myanmar has exposed, the Burmese military owns many companies in many areas. 

These companies help fund the Burmese military fuel conflict. 

Karen Organization of America also calls on American people and Karen people worldwide to 

boycott Burmese military companies and products of foreign companies associated with the 

Burmese military. At the same time everyone in Burma can also impose their own personal 

sanctions on the Burmese military by not buying from Burmese military companies. We all have 

the power to hurt the military by decisions we make at the shop or the market.  

By boycotting Burmese military companies, we can reduce the money the Burmese military have 

and so weaken them. Boycotting Burmese military companies is a new weapon we must use in 

our struggle for human rights, democracy and a truly democratic federal Burma.  
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